
The Last Days: 19 Revelation 22  

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984 

The Last Days 
An In-Depth Study of Biblical Eschatology 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
“Write … what will take place later” – Revelation 4-22  

Question: Is there anything God places above His name? Psalm 8:1, 33:21, 54:1, 72:17, 86:12, 99:3, 145:21  

Revelation 22  Eternal Life 
The Heavenly River and the Tree of Life  (22:1-5) 

22:1-2  The angel 
Revelation 21:9

 showed John the river of life, flowing with the living water 

Jesus spoke about 
John 4:7-14, 7:37-38 (Isaiah 55:1)

 (a foreshadowing of this with physical 

water during the Millennium is prophesied 
Ezekiel 47:1-12, Zechariah 14:8

).  The river 
Psalm 46:4

 

came from the throne of God 
Revelation 4:2-6

 down the “great street” (of gold 
Revelation 21:21

) 

in the New Jerusalem 
Revelation 21:2

, and will represent the continual flow of eternal life.  

On both sides of the river was the “tree of life” 
v.14,19, Genesis 2:9, 3:22-24, Revelation 2:7

,   

which had an abundant variety of God’s continual blessing of fruit (every month) and 

“healing” leaves that provide a full, satisfying, healthy life everlasting. 
Ezekiel 47:12

  

God will grant to mankind access to the tree of life that they lost after the fall Genesis 3:22,24.  

22:3-4  The curse of sin 
Genesis 3:16-19

 on man 
Revelation 21:6

 and on the earth 
Revelation 16:17

 

was gone forever 
Revelation 21:4

.  The city had no temple 
Revelation 21:22

, but there was an 

eternal throne 
Revelation 21:5

, and God was being served 
Revelation 7:15

 by heaven’s citizens.  

Previously, the unglorified could not see the Father 
Exodus 33:18-23, 1 Timothy 6:15b-16

, but 

now all who have His name on their foreheads (ownership) 
Ezekiel 9:4, Revelation 3:12, 7:3, 14:1

 

will be able to see Him 
Psalm 17:15, Matthew 5:8

.  

22:5  There will be no sun (or moon 
Revelation 21:23

, stars 
Matthew 24:29

) in the New Heaven, 

because God’s glory 
Isaiah 60:1

 will be the ever-present light 
Isaiah 60:19-20, Revelation 21:23

 and 

will eliminate the darkness of night 
Zechariah 14:7, Revelation 21:25

.  Not only will the citizens 

of heaven continually serve God, but they will also be privileged to “reign for ever and 

ever” with Him 
Daniel 7:27, Romans 5:17, 2 Timothy 2:12

 (over angels? 
1 Corinthians 6:3, 1 Peter 1:12

).  
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Final Instructions  (22:6-16) 

22:6  The angel reaffirmed to John (a prophet whose spirit 
1 Corinthians 14:32

 was under the 

control of God 
Ephesians 5:18b, Hebrews 12:9

), as well as to the seven churches 
Revelation 1:10-11

 

(representing the entire “church”), that everything he was shown was “trustworthy and 

true” 
Revelation 19:9, 21:5

 and must “soon take place” 
v.20, Revelation 1:1

, which should convey 

a message of urgency to all believers to serve God on earth while they can 
Mark 13:36-37

.  

22:7  In the first of three pleas of urgency in this chapter 
v.7,12,20

, Jesus proclaimed the 

closeness of His promised return 
Matthew 16:27

, the blessing He gives to those who “stay 

awake” 
Revelation 16:15

 and the importance of the book’s complete message. 
Revelation 1:3

  

This is the 6th of the seven Revelation Beatitudes Revelation 1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7,14.  

22:8-9  John spoke directly to the reader, to reconfirm both his authorship 
Revelation 1:1

 

and his first-hand observation (eyewitness testimony) of the events 
Revelation 1:9-20

.  

Then, overwhelmed by his emotions, John fell down to worship for the third time:    

one time he correctly worshiped Jesus 
Revelation 1:17

 and twice he incorrectly worshiped 

an angel 
v.8, Revelation 19:9-10

.  Both times the angel rebuked John, directing his worship   

to the only One who is worthy 
Psalm 48:1

 by emphatically stating: “Worship God!”.  

22:10  Several times in Scripture, prophets were told to “seal up” some of what God had 

revealed to them: Daniel 
Daniel 8:26, 12:4-9

, Isaiah 
Isaiah 8:16, 29:11

 and John was told earlier 

not to write down what the “seven thunders” spoke 
Revelation 10:4

.  Here, the angel 

commanded John to reveal all prophecies to encourage worship/obedience/strength, 

because the time is short and understanding is critical for all believers 
Romans 13:11-14

.  

22:11  The angel confirmed that, in their free will, people will eternally practice what 

they choose to believe and follow in life 
Ezekiel 3:27

: the wicked in life will retain 

wickedness for eternity 
Daniel 12:10

 and the holy (righteous) will remain holy 
Psalm 37:29

.  

22:12  Jesus pronounced His second of three pleas of urgency in this chapter 
v.7,12,20

, 

promising that all works of the believers will be tested with the refining fire of the 

Judgement Seat of Christ 
1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 4:1-5, 2 Corinthians 5:10

.  He will then give them 

the appropriate rewards they deserve 
Isaiah 40:10, 62:11, Matthew 16:27

, even if they “only” 

receive salvation 
Ephesians 2:6-7

, because of their faith/trust in Jesus 
Ephesians 2:8-9

 as their 

Lord/Savior (without any rewards for works in support of Jesus’ Kingdom 
Ephesians 2:10

).  
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22:13  Jesus guaranteed He always was, is and will be God. 
Isaiah 48:12, Revelation 1:8,17, 21:6

  

As earlier Revelation 1:8, “Alpha” is spelled out (past, complete); “Omega” is just a letter (future).  

22:14  Jesus offered a blessing to all who wore white robes 
Revelation 7:14

 that were 

cleansed by the blood 
Hebrews 9:14, 1 Peter 1:18-19

 of the Lamb 
John 1:29

.  In addition, Jesus 

granted them the right to access the tree of life 
v.2

 and to enter into the New Jerusalem 

through any of the twelve ‘pearly’ gates 
Isaiah 54:12, Revelation 21:12-13, 21

.  

This is the seventh and last of the Revelation Beatitudes Revelation 1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7,14.  

22:15  Jesus continued with a contrast of life paths 
v.14 vs 15

 by referring to those people 

who are left on the “outside” (i.e., in hell) as “dogs” 
Isaiah 56:10, Matthew 7:6, Philippians 3:2

 

(dogs were called “unclean”, because they were scavengers).  Wicked people (“dogs”) 

choose Satan’s way of immersing themselves in all types of sin, leading to hell        

(the second death) 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians 5:19-21, Colossians 3:5-6, Revelation 21:8

.   

22:16  Jesus reaffirmed that this book given to John is for the churches 
Revelation 1:4,10-11

 

(the entire church 
Colossians 1:18

 ), and is from Him through His angel 
Revelation 1:1, 22:6

.     

He also said He is both 
Mark 12:35-37

 the root (source) of David’s life 
Isaiah 11:10, Revelation 5:5

 

as well as an offspring (descendent) of David 
Isaiah 11:1-3, Matthew 1:1, Romans 1:3, 2 Timothy 2:8

.  

Furthermore, as the one who will shatter the darkness to announce the dawn of God’s 

glorious eternity, Jesus is the “bright Morning Star” 
2 Peter 1:19, Revelation 2:28

.   

Final Invitations and Warnings  (22:17-21) 

22:17 Responding to Jesus’ promise to come back soon 
v.12

, the Holy Spirit 
Revelation 14:13

, 

the bride of Christ 
Revelation 19:7, 21:2,9

 and “him who hears” (and believes/embraces   

saints) 
Matthew 7:24, 13:23

 cried out for Jesus to “Come”.  Also, anyone who was truly 

thirsty for the spiritual healing was encouraged to “come” 
Isaiah 55:1

 and partake of the 

free gift 
Revelation 21:6

 of the water of life 
v.1

 (“living water” 
John 4:4-15

).  

The righteous Deity and humans cry out for Jesus to “Come”; God calls for everyone to “Come”.  

22:18-19  From the beginning of the Revelation, Jesus offered a blessing for everyone 

who “reads”, ‘hears’ and takes “to heart” the prophecy in the book 
v.7, Revelation 1:3

.  
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However, He also pledged to inflict “the plagues described in this book” upon anyone 

who willfully “adds anything” to these prophecies 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 12:32, Proverbs 30:5-6

.  

Moreover, Jesus guaranteed the equally severe punishment of taking away “his share” 

“in the tree of life” 
v.2, Revelation 2:7

 and “in the holy city” 
Revelation 21:2

, for anyone who 

consciously “takes words away” 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 12:32, Joshua 1:7, Jeremiah 26:2

.  

Answer to the Question: Maybe Yes!  Depending how Psalm 138:2 is translated, the importance 

of the Word of God is either greater than KJV or equal to NIV1984, ESV, RSV, NASV His name.   

Either way, God’s Word is of supreme importance to Him, and so it should also be for saints.  

22:20  In His great patience, Jesus made the third of His three pleas for urgency 
v.7,12,20

, 

and then John added his personal affirmation 
Revelation 19:4

 and heart’s desire: “Amen.  

Come, Lord Jesus.” 
1 Corinthians 16:22b

.  “Amen” (amēn: truth) is used both as the sacred 

word of affirmation 
Romans 11:36

, and as Jesus’ introduction to key teachings 
e.g., Mark 9:1

. 

22:21  A final promise of the Lord’s “grace” 
Romans 16:20

 and an affirming end: “Amen.”  

And Jesus said: “Yes, I am coming soon.” 
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