
The Last Days: 18 Revelation 20-21 

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984 

The Last Days 
An In-Depth Study of Biblical Eschatology 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
The 3 main views of the Millennium (from the Latin mille: 1000 & annum: year): 

† Pre-Millennial View: Christ will physically return to earth and then reign for 1000 years. 

Predominant view of Biblically-based scholars: OT Psalm 2:6, Isaiah 11:6-12, Micah 4:1-8,     

Zephaniah 3:14-20, Zechariah 14:6-11 and NT Matthew 6:9-10, Luke 1:29-33, Romans 8:17-25  

† Amillennial View: began 3rd century (Origen) and promoted in 4th century (Augustine);    

no literal 1000-year reign, Millennial Kingdom is spiritual, Christ rules through the 

Church – replacement theology (anti-Semitic) (view of Catholicism, many Protestants)  

† Post-Millennial View: Church conquers world for Christ 1000 year Millennial kingdom 

produced by the Church and then Jesus returns. 

“Write … what will take place later” – Revelation 4-22  

Revelation 20  Jesus Reigns and Then Judges 
The Millennium  (20:1-10) 

20:1  After the Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ and Armageddon 
Revelation 19:11-16, 19-21

, 

another angel came down from Heaven with a chain and the key to the Abyss 

(bottomless pit) 
Luke 8:30-31, 2 Peter 2:4, 7X in Revelation 9:1,2,11; 11:7, 17:8, 20:1,3

.  

20:2-3  The angel seized the devil (ancient serpent 
Genesis 3:1

, Satan 
Revelation 12:9

) with 

his chain 
v.1

, and bound 
Jude 1:6

 & sealed 
Daniel 6:17, Matthew 27:65-66

 him (along with his 

demons 
Isaiah 24:21-22, 2 Peter 2:4

) in the Abyss for the thousand years of the Millennium.  

They were in the Abyss for a time (eternity will be spent in Hell 
Matthew 25:41

), so they 

could not deceive 
2 Corinthians 11:3, Revelation 12:9

, but they will be “set free for a time” 
v.7

.  

The one thousand years seems literal, because it is specifically referenced six times v.2,3,4,5,6,7.  

In addition, John bound the time frame by naming events at the start v.2-3a and the end v.7-10.  

20:4  John once again saw the NT saints (Church) sitting on thrones 
Daniel 7:9, Revelation 4:4

.  

These saints were given the privilege of coming alive with Jesus 
John 14:19

 to rule and 

reign 
2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 2:26, 3:21, 5:10

 and judge with Him 
1 Corinthians 6:2-3, Revelation 3:21

 

during the Millennium.  The Tribulation saints who died 
Revelation 6:9

 (“beheaded”) 

because they refused to follow the Antichrist 
Revelation13:11-17

 and maintained their 
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“testimony for Jesus and … the word of God” 
Revelation 6:9

 were granted the authority     

to reign with Jesus and the Church. 

20:5-6  The first resurrection is not just a single event, but it consists of 6 events 

involving believers 
Luke 14:14, Philippians 3:10-11

, and the second resurrection is of the lost 

(“the rest of the dead”) (see the details in notes below).  People who are born twice  

(of the flesh and of the spirit 
John 3:1-15

), die once: the physical death separating body 

and soul.  Those who are only born once, die twice 
Jude 1:10-12

: physical and spiritual 

death that eternally separates a person’s soul from God (this second death refers to 

Hell 
Mark 9:43, Revelation 20:14

).  All those reigning with Jesus 
Revelation 22:3-5

 “for a thousand 

years” will also “be priests of God and of Christ” 
Exodus 19:5-6, Isaiah 61:6, Peter 2:4-5,9

.   

This v.6 is the 5th of the seven Revelation Beatitudes. Rev.1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7,14  

There are seven Biblical resurrections (two types: the righteous 1-6 & the wicked 7). John 5:28-29  

1. The resurrection of Jesus Christ. Matthew 28:1-7, Acts 3:15, 10:39-41, Romans 4:25, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8  

2. The resurrection of some saints immediately after the death of Jesus. Matthew 27:50-53  

3. The resurrection at the Rapture of the Church 1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

4. The resurrection of the two witnesses in Jerusalem in the Tribulation. Revelation 11:3-12  

5. The resurrection of the Old Testament saints. Isaiah 26:19-21, Ezekiel 37:12-14, Daniel 12:1-3  

6. The resurrection of the Tribulation saints. Revelation 20:4-6  

7. The resurrection of the unsaved dead at the Great White Throne. v.5a, Revelation 20:11-15  

20:7-9  After having been locked in the Abyss 
v.2-3

, Satan and his demons are released 

at the end of the Millennium to deceive all “nations” 
Revelation 12:9

 (“in the four corners of 

the earth” 
Isaiah 11:12, Revelation 7:1

) and to gather large numbers of unbelievers (“like the 

sand on the seashore” 
Hebrews 11:12

).  Satan leads them in a final battle 
Revelation 16:14

 

against the LORD, His people and “the city He loves” (Jerusalem 
Psalm 78:68, 87:2

); 

however, no battle is necessary again, because God sends fire from Heaven to “devour” 

them 
Genesis 19:24, 2 Kings 1:9-12; Ezekiel 38:21-23, 39:6

.  This war is like the war of Gog and 

Magog 
Ezekiel 38-39

 (symbolic of evil [demonic?] rulers and lands, respectively).   

The deception of nations must be incredible to convince them they could win a war against God.  

Some think this is the war of God & Magog, but most believe it will happen Pre-Tribulation.  

20:10 The judgement of Satan (accomplished through the suffering, death and 

resurrection of Jesus) is finally carried out, by his being thrown into the lake of 
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“burning sulfur” 
Psalm 11:6, Revelation 14:10

 (Hell, which God “prepared for the devil and his 

angels” 
Matthew 25:41

).  At that time, Satan joined the other two members of his 

counterfeit (demonic) trinity: the Antichrist and the False Prophet 
Revelation 19:20

.         

The torment they experience will be non-stop and last for all of eternity 
Revelation 14:11

.  

What are God’s purposes for the Millennium? 

† To Realize completion of God’s promises to the Jews. Genesis 17:1-8, 2 Samuel 7:8-16, Ezekiel 40-48  

† To Reward God’s people for faithful service. Isaiah 40:10-11, Matthew 16:27, Colossians 3:23-24  

† To Respond to the prayer Jesus gave to His disciples. Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 11:2-4  

† To complete the Redemption of creation. Genesis 3:17-19, Isaiah 11:6-9, Romans 8:19-22  

† To Re-emphasize the depravity of man: people reject God even with prosperity Isaiah 66:12, 

peace Micah 4:3, health Isaiah 35:3-6a, joy Isaiah 30:29 and purity Isaiah 66:23, Zechariah 13:2.              

In addition, the only enemy they will face is their own Flesh, because the World System 

will have been destroyed by Jesus Revelation 17-18 and Satan will be locked in the Abyss v.1-2.  

The Great White Throne Judgement  (20:11-15) 

20:11  John saw Jesus (the ultimate judge 
John 5:22-29

) sitting on a Great White Throne 

(throne of ultimate judgement, prophesied by Daniel 
Daniel 7:9-10

).  As Jesus prepared to 

judge, His wrath was so great, even the created earth & sky fled 
Isaiah 34:4, 2 Peter 3:10-13

.  

The contaminated universe was being eliminated 
Matthew 24:35

, in preparation for the new 

creation 
Revelation 21-22

. 

20:12-13  Regardless of rank 
Revelation 19:5

 (the Lord judges the “great and small” the 

same way 
Deuteronomy 1:17

), all of the unredeemed “dead” will receive a right judgement 

based on how they lived their lives 
Jeremiah 17:10

, as written in the “books” (see note 

below) that were opened 
Daniel 7:10b

.  Not being covered by the sacrificial blood of Jesus 

and proven by their name not being in the “book of life”, all of their words 
Matthew 12:37

, 

thoughts 
Romans 2:16, Revelation 2:23

 and deeds (actions) 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, Matthew 16:27

       

were compared to God’s standard of perfection/holiness (Law) 
Matthew 5:48, 1 Peter 1:15-16

.  

In the end, every person facing this judgement will be found lacking 
Romans 3:22-23

       

and will receive righteous justice 
Psalm 62:11-12, Jeremiah 17:10

.   

20:14-15  Everyone who stood before the Great White Throne judgement had chosen to 

follow Satan (or Satan’s example: a prideful life 
Ezekiel 28:17

) during their life and were 

thrown (not forcefully, but voluntarily 
Romans 1:18-20

) into Hell (the “lake of fire”) forever.  

Going into Hell is called the “second death” (hopelessness, not annihilation as many 
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people believe).  The greatest enemy of mankind (and the last to be destroyed)          

is death 
1 Corinthians 15:26

, but Jesus has the “keys to death and hades” 
Revelation 1:18

. 

Therefore, when He completes these judgements, Jesus will eliminate death 
Revelation 21:4

 

for the rest of eternity by throwing it into Hell.  Eternal salvation is documented by       

a person’s name being in the “Lamb’s Book of Life” 
Revelation 21:27

.  

The Bible refers to many books, but only some are named.  What are these books? 

† Different names/same book(?):  The Book Exodus 32:30-34, Daniel 12:1-2, The Lamb’s Book of 

Life Revelation 13:8, 21:22-27, Book of Life Psalm 69:27-28, Philippians 4:2-3, Revelation 3:4-5, 17:8, 20:12,15.  

…man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement… Hebrews 9:27 

Comparing the judgements of Jesus Christ 
John 5:22, Acts 10:42

 (a cleansing or an eternal fire): 

 Judgement Seat (Bema) of Christ Great White Throne Judgement 

Who: The saved (redeemed) The lost 

What: Judgement of rewards Judgement of punishment 

Where: In Heaven In the Heavenlies 

When: During the Tribulation At the end of the Millennium 

References: 
2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 16:27 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
Revelation 20:11-15; Luke 12:47-48 

Revelation 21  The New Heaven and New Earth 
The New Jerusalem: The Holy & Eternal City  

21:1-2  Following the final judgement and the destruction of the universe 
Revelation 20:11

, 

John saw the prophesied second creation 
Psalm 102:25-27, Isaiah 65:17-18, Luke 21:33, 2 Peter 3:3-13

: 

a New Heaven and a New Earth.  In the first of many differences with the old creation, 

there will be no more seas, implying that physical water will not be needed or available, 

but will be replaced by living water 
Jeremiah 17:13, Zechariah 14:8, John 4:6-15, Revelation 7:17, 22:1-2

.  

The Holy City 
Nehemiah 11:18, Isaiah 52:1, Revelation 11:2, 22:19

 will come down out of Heaven, the 

New Jerusalem 
Psalm 132:13-16, Hebrews 12:22, Revelation 21:1-22:5

, as Jesus’ bride 
Ephesians 5:22-33

.  

Some scholars believe that, at this point in time, the OT saints, the Tribulation saints and the 

Millennial saints have joined with the Church saints to form the ultimate redeemed bride who 

will dwell in the New Jerusalem.   
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21:3  A voice from the throne (probably Jesus) was a powerful reminder that God and 

His people will live together (like in the Garden of Eden 
Genesis 2

) in His dwelling place 

(tabernacle 
Exodus 25:8-9

, the New Jerusalem 
Ezekiel 48:35

) in perfect harmony throughout 

eternity 
Leviticus 26:11-12, Ezekiel 37:26-28, 2 Corinthians 6:16

.  

21:4  Jesus will once and for all, wipe away every tear 
Isaiah 25:8, 65:19, Revelation 7:17

,       

and because there is a new order 
2 Corinthians 5:17

, there will be no more pain 
Isaiah 53:4-5

, 

death 
1 Corinthians 15:26, 54-57, 2 Timothy 1:8-10

 or sorrow/crying 
Isaiah 35:10, 51:11

.  

21:5  The person seated on the throne (most likely God the Son 
Revelation 20:11

) spoke of 

His new creation as close to completion (one aspect: the reconciliation 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21

 

between God and man).  The prophecies of Jesus are always true 
Matthew 5:18

, because 

He is (defines) truth 
John 14:6

 and totally trustworthy 
Revelation 19:11

.  

21:6  Jesus continued by saying “It is done”, indicating the completion of His third of 

three judgement tasks: judgement of sin 
John 19:30

, judgements on the Jews and the 

earth 
Revelation 16:17

, judgement of unregenerate man 
v.6

.  He then restated 
Revelation 1:8,17

 

His eternal nature 
Isaiah 44:6, Revelation 22:13

 and His plan to provide everything a thirsty 

soul 
Psalm 42:1-2, Isaiah 55:1

 will ever need: living water 
Jeremiah 17:13, Zechariah 14:8, John 7:37-38

.  

21:7-8  Overcomers (saved 
1 John 5:3-5

) will always be God’s heirs 
Romans 8:17, 1 Peter 1:3-5

 

and His family 
2 Samuel 7:14, John 1:12, Romans 8:14

.  Jesus gave this solemn reminder: any 

who focus their life on evil 
Psalm 1:5, 5:4-6, Revelation 22:15

 will not “inherit” the “kingdom” of 

God 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians 5:19-21

, but will end up in the fire of Hell 
Matthew 5:22, James 3:6

.  

The first two traits of cowardice and unbelief are convicting, because they are common sins.  

Jesus taught peace and security, by trusting in Him John 14:1, 16:33; however, because their lack 

of faith led them to fear, He was forced to judge the Israelites Numbers 13:31-14:4 and scold the 

apostles Matthew 8:23-26.  So God makes it clear: fear is a sin, resulting from a lack of faith/trust 

in Him.  The primary lesson in the book of Job is not to show how righteous Job was or even 

the meaning of suffering, but to teach God’s followers to strive for a continuous divine 

viewpoint (a Heavenly perspective Mark 8:33) Job 42:1-6 in all aspects of life 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  

21:9-10  An angel who had one of the Bowl (final) Judgements 
Revelation 15:1

 wanted  

John to see the Lamb’s Bride (the Church or all saved 
see notes following v.2

) 
Revelation 19:7-9

.  

The angel “carried [John] away in the Spirit” 
Revelation 17:3

.  John described a picture of 

the New Jerusalem as the bride (because the city took on the traits of its citizens) 

coming “out of Heaven” (from Father God) probably toward the New Earth (Jesus) 
v.2

.   
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21:11-21  John then described the New Jerusalem, the Holy City:  

† God’s glory shines and lights up everything Ezekiel 43:1-2, Luke 2:9 like a “very precious jewel” 

(jasper  diamond) v.11.  God & the Lamb provide all the needed light Revelation 21:23-25, 22:5.  

† An angel is at each of the 12 gates v.12-13 of pearls v.21 (a reminder of the pain endured/ 

price paid by Jesus to provide salvation Matthew 13:45-46).  The tribes of Israel Ezekiel 48:30-35 

are named on the gates v.12, signifying access is through a Jew: Jesus John 14:6, Acts 4:12.  

† The wall of the city has 12 foundations Hebrews 11:10, each with the name of an apostle v.14.  

(Christ: chief cornerstone, but the apostles/prophets are the foundation Ephesians 2:19-20 )  

The foundations are decorated with precious stones v.19-20, Isaiah 54:11-12 (the breastpiece 

of the high priest also contains 12 gems, symbolic of Israel’s tribes Exodus 28:15-21, 39:8-14).  

† The angel took a rod Psalm 23:4, Ezekiel 40:3 of gold to measure the dimensions of the city v.15, 

which is God’s way of describing what belongs to Him Ezekiel 40-42, Zechariah 2:1-5, Revelation 11:1.  

† The city is shaped like a cube (same as the Most Holy Place in the temple 1 Kings 6:20) with 

each of the dimensions (length, width, height) being 12,000 stadia (about 1400 miles) v.16.   

† The city walls are 144 cubits (about 216 feet) thick, made of jasper (diamond) v.17-18.  

† The “city” v.18 and the “great street of the city” v.21 are made of pure (and clear) gold.  

21:22  In his gospel, John quoted a prophecy by Jesus that there would be a new place 

to worship in the future 
John 4:21

, and the New Jerusalem is the prophecy fulfillment.  

There are many references to a Temple in the existing Heaven 
Revelation 7:15, 11:19, 15:5

, 

but there will be no temple building in the New Jerusalem, because the “Lord God 

Almighty” 
Revelation 1:8

 (the Father) and “the Lamb” (the Son) “are its Temple”.   

The bodies of Christians are considered to be mini-Temples of the Holy Spirit 1 Corinthians 6:19; 

however, Jesus Christ testified that His body was/is the Temple John 2:18-22.  

21:23-25  There will not be a sun or a moon, because the glory of God the Father 
v.11

 

and God the Son 
John 8:12

 will provide all the necessary light for the city (another 

fulfillment of prophecy 
Isaiah 60:19-20

).  The light of His people 
Isaiah 49:6, Matthew 5:14-16

 is 

incomparable to God’s, but will also shine forever.  The gates of the city will never be 

shut (fulfillment of prophecy 
Isaiah 60:11

), because evil, sin and fear will be eradicated   

for all of eternity, indicated by the elimination of night (prophesied 
Zechariah 14:7, John 8:12

).   

Another aspect of the torment of Hell will be its continuous darkness Matthew 25:30.   

21:26-27  Worldly nations are gone because of the judgements of Jesus 
Revelation 17-18

, 

but these are the Godly nations of Abraham 
Genesis 17:4

.  No one/nothing impure will 

ever enter the New Jerusalem (more prophecy fulfilled 
Isaiah 52:1, Joel 3:17, Zechariah 14:21

).  


