
The Last Days: 17 Revelation 18-19 

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984 

The Last Days 
An In-Depth Study of Biblical Eschatology 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
“Write … what will take place later” – Revelation 4-22  

The term Babylon (and Rome) in Revelation 17 & 18 is symbolic of the worldview of fallen man.  

Politics (kings) mimic the religious Revelation 17;5 and commercial Revelation 18;2,10,21 systems of man. 

These two chapters describe God’s judgements on these systems, eliminating them forever.  

Revelation 18  Total Collapse of the World Economy 
18:1  “After this” (meta tauta) 

Revelation 1:19, 4:1, 7:1, 19:1
: indicating the continuing theme 

of after the church age 
Revelation 1:19, 4:1

 and now the fall of all false religion 
Revelation 17

.  

John saw “another angel” coming from heaven 
Revelation 10:1, 20:1

, shining brightly (likely 

a physical display of God’s Shekinah glory 
Ezekiel 43:1-5, 1 Timothy 6:13-16

).  This glorious 

coming is a direct contrast to the incredible physical (reflecting spiritual) darkness of 

the 5th bowl judgement 
Revelation 16:10-11

 and foreshadowed Jesus’ coming 
Revelation 19:11-16.  

18:2-3 The angel loudly declared the ruin of the religious/economic Babylon 
Revelation 14:8

, 

as prophesied 
Isaiah 21:9

.  The only things remaining were demonic beings 
Revelation 16:13-14

 

and unclean birds 
Isaiah 34:8-15, Mark 4:4,15

, because the destruction was so complete.  

Mankind’s greed is an aspect of spiritual adultery 
Revelation 14:8

, enabling earthly 

“merchants” 
Isaiah 23:8

 who embrace it (“wine of her adulteries” 
Jeremiah 51:7, Revelation 17:2

) 

to gain great wealth.  

18:4-5  A “voice from heaven” (God’s, because He said “my people”) called believers to 

separate from the fleshly attraction of materialism before it destroys them 
Genesis 19:15

.  

Similar types of warnings were given to Jews 
Isaiah 48:20, 52:11 Jeremiah 51:6-9

 and to the 

church 
Matthew 6:19-21, 2 Corinthians 6:17, 1 John 2:15-17

.  The voice declared “her sins are piled 

up to heaven” 
Ezra 9:6

 (perhaps a veiled reference to the Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9

 ).  

God “remembered” the sins of Babylon 
Revelation 16:19

; however, He forgets the 

trespasses of His followers 
Psalm 103:11-12, Jeremiah 31:34, Micah 7:18-19, Romans 4:7-8, Hebrews 8:12

.  

A closer examination  at Scripture reveals what is meant by God “remembering sins no more”.  

First, God knows everything Psalm 33:13-15, Proverbs 5:21, John 16:30, Hebrews 4:13, which leads to the 

conclusion that He can neither learn, nor “unlearn” anything (otherwise, He is not omniscient).  

Next, in examining the verses quoted above about God “not remembering”: (1) There is no 
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question that when people sincerely accept Jesus as their Lord & Savior, they are forgiven.  

(2) God does occasionally use the phrase “I will remember sins no more” Jeremiah 31:34, Hebrews 8:12.  

(3) He also uses the physical image of placing sins far from the sinner Psalm 103:11-12, Micah 7:18-19, 

as well as simply saying He is “not counting people’s sins against them” Romans 4:7-8, 2 Corinthians 5:19.  

In Summary: What God seems to be saying is that while He will always remember every action 

and thought of every human being through time, the believer’s “sins are covered” Psalm 32:1, 85:2.  

They are covered in the freeing “blood” of Jesus Christ Revelation 1:5, and while God will always 

know about all man’s actions/thoughts, He will no longer see them as sins, but in the light of 

the atoning work of Jesus Romans 3:25, 1 John 4:10 (“love covers over a multitude of sin” 1 Peter 4:8 ).   

18:6-7  A harsh judgement (a “double portion”) was required for the punishment (and 

destruction 
Jeremiah 50:15

) of Babylon, the same sentence the Lord demanded 
Jeremiah 16:18

 

and exacted 
Isaiah 40:2

 for idolaters in Israel.  Babylon received a “cup filled with the 

wine of the fury of [God’s] wrath” 
Revelation 16:19

 from “her own cup” 
Revelation 17:4

.  

Babylon’s “torture and grief” was to be equivalent to the extravagant “glory and luxury” 

she gave herself 
Ezekiel 28:2-8

, with no concern for others 
Ezekiel 16:49, Amos 6:4-6, Luke 12:16-20

.  

Furthermore, she arrogantly, but foolishly 
1 Corinthians 10:12

, boasted of being a self-

sufficient, “eternal Queen” (to the “kings”) who would “never be a widow” 
Isaiah 47:7-10

.  

18:8  The sins of adultery in Babylon were enjoyed for a short while, but the all-powerful 

Lord God 
Revelation 11:17

 judged quickly (“one day” 
Isaiah 47:9

, “one hour” 
v.10

) (just like the 

judgement of ancient Babylon 
Daniel 5:30

 ) and destroyed Babylon with fire 
Revelation 17:16

.  

Ahead: Kings v.9-10, merchants v.11-17a & sea captains v.17b-20 lamented over Babylon’s destruction.  

18:9-10 These verses show that in addition to the apostate/pagan religions of the world, 

Babylon also represented the powerful national leaders (“kings”) in charge of the 

world’s economies.  They also committed spiritual adultery with her 
Revelation 14:8, 17:2

.  

As a result, the kings had power for a short time 
Revelation 17:12

, but Babylon’s doom    

was swift 
v.8,17,19

, and they were “terrified” 
Ezekiel 26:16, 27:35

.  After losing power, they 

escaped to observe (from a great distance) the destruction leading to her torment, 

described as “the smoke of her burning” 
Revelation 14:11, 19:3

, which will last forever. 

18:11-13  The merchants 
Ezekiel 27:9-25

 were also ‘weeping (klaiō: openly sobbing) and 

mourning’ at “her” destruction, making it clear the philosophy of wealth 
1 Timothy 6:10

   

was also part of the symbolic Babylon (with religion/politics).  One of the prominent 

traits of the alliance was exorbitant luxury 
Revelation 17:4

, which the merchants provided 
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in their valuable “cargoes”.  These cargoes included precious metals, gems, clothing, 

building materials, expensive food products, perfumes & incense, animals for food & 

labor and the “bodies and souls of men”.  The ‘commodity’ most abominable to God     

is a human being bought or sold for slavery, prostitution, cloning, etc. 
1 Timothy 1:10

  

18:14  Earthly fruit 
Matthew 7:15-20

: gone forever; heavenly treasure: eternal 
Matthew 6:19-21

.  

18:15-17a  As did the kings, the merchants moved away from Her judgement 
v.10

 

(although they would not escape punishment 
v.21-24

).  They wept and mourned 
v.9,19

   

for the swift destruction of Babylon 
v.10-17

 (the worldly system of economic trade),    

they were “terrified at her torment” 
v.15

 and mourned the loss of their great wealth 
v.3,9

.  

18:17b-18  Another category of people in the world’s financial system were those who 

were involved in the transporting of people and goods on the sea 
Ezekiel 26:17-18, 27:25-34

.  

The sea captains, etc. also tried to escape judgement by distancing themselves 
v.10, 15

 

from the destruction of the “great city” 
v.10,16,18,19,21

 (“great” from a world perspective).  

18:19-20  The sailors showed grief by throwing “dust on their heads” 
Joshua 7:6, Job 2:12

, 

and joining in the amazement at the swift destruction 
v.8,10,17

 of the “great city” 
v.10,21

.  

Then, the voice of God 
v.4

 encouraged His people to rejoice 
Jeremiah 51:48, Revelation 12:12

, 

but not over the many who will soon face an eternity in hell, but over the righteousness 

of the Lord’s judgements 
Revelation 16:7, 19:2

 in holding the people accountable 
Luke 11:47-51

 

for the blood of the saints and prophets 
Revelation 6:9-11

.  

18:21  A “mighty angel” 
Revelation 5:2

 threw a large boulder into the sea, representing the 

violent and final devastation/destruction 
Jeremiah 51:61-64

 of all aspects of Babylon        

(the symbol of the worldview of fallen man, which controls the political leaders, false 

religion and greedy commerce).  This is a similar judgement, with an equally serious 

punishment, that Jesus pronounced against anyone ‘causing’ a believer to sin 
Mark 9:42

.  

Note the finality of this judgement on the world in the text: “never to be found again”. 

18:22-23  The angel was not speaking against music or other everyday activities,        

but against the revelry of 
Isaiah 24:8, Ezekiel 26:13

 and focus on spiritual immorality (as the 

Israelites engaged in at Mt. Sinai 
Exodus 32:1-24

).  The “merchants” were considered the 

world’s great men” 
v.23, Isaiah 23:8

, as they greedily appropriated great wealth 
Hebrews 13:5

.  

This lust for affluence had become so intense that some people were even using 

witchcraft to help 
Nahum 3:4

, but their lifestyle was judged and ceased once and for all.  
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18:24  And finally, the responsibility for the shed blood of the saints 
Revelation 6:9, 16:6, 17:6

, 

as well as even non-believers 
Jeremiah 51:49

, was appropriately placed on the people who 

embraced the humanistic worldview (represented by Babylon).  

Revelation 19  The Glorious Appearing of Jesus Christ 
The Celebration in Heaven  (19:1-10) 

‘Hallelujah’  is a transliteration of the Hebrew words Allelu Yah:  Praise Yahweh.  This word 

occurs only four times in the entire New Testament, with all being here in Revelation v.1, 3, 4, 6.  

19:1-2  After (meta tauta) the Tribulation and before the establishment of the Kingdom, 

John heard a heavenly roar of praise (1st Hallelujah) for God’s absolute sovereignty 

over salvation 
Revelation 7:10, 12:10

.  Praising and rejoicing continued with His worthiness   

of “glory and power” 
Revelation 4:11, 7:12

 and for His perfect judgement 
Isaiah 9:7, Revelation 16:7

 

over the condemned prostitute (worldly system) 
Revelation 17:1

.  This outpouring was in 

response to the command “Rejoice over her” 
Revelation 18:20

 and a recognition that the 

outcries 
Revelation 6:10

/prophecies 
Deuteronomy 32:43

 concerning God’s wrath were satisfied.   

19:3  Praise (2nd Hallelujah) for the eternal punishment of unbelievers 
Revelation 14:11, 18:9

  

19:4  The next praise (the 3rd Hallelujah) and worship came from the twenty-four elders 

(the church) 
Revelation  4:4,10, 5:8, 11:16

 and the four living creatures 
Revelation  4:6,8, 5:8,14

 who 

fell on their faces and worshipped God.  “Amen” (amēn: truth) is used as the sacred 

word of affirmation 
Romans 11:36

, and as Jesus’ introduction to key teachings 
Mark 9:1

.  

19:5  A voice from the throne encouraged praise from God’s servants 
Psalm 134:1, 135:1-2

.  

All worldly ranking was gone, whether heaven 
Psalm 115:13

 or hell 
Revelation 20:11-12

 bound.   

19:6-8  The servants loudly (almost as loud as the voice of God 
Ezekiel 1:24, Revelation 1:15

) 

praised and gave glory to the Lord God Almighty 
Psalm 59:5, Colossians 2:9-10, Revelation 1:8

    

(4th Hallelujah).  They rejoiced over the Lamb 
John 1:36

 (the sacrificial Lamb who is now 

alive 
Revelation 5:6

) whose wedding to His bride 
Revelation 21:2,9, 22:17

 (church 
Ephesians 5:21-33

) 

was coming to a completion (the 7-years of the Tribulation are the 7 “days” in the 

bridal chamber for Jesus and His bride 
see Eschatology 9: The Rapture

).  The bride was 

“clothed” 
Isaiah 61:10

 in clean linen 
v.14

 (required clothing for the priests when entering 

the inner court of God’s temple 
Ezekiel 44:17

), representing the “righteous acts of the 

saints” 
v.8

.  There are two ways to interpret this verse: (1) the phrase “righteous acts” 

is from the Greek word dikaiōmata, which can mean “the legal rights of the saints”, 
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implying the linen is the result of the imputed righteousness of Jesus or (2) used as 

translated: “righteous acts of the saints” (the outward manifestation of inward virtue).  

The Bible speaks of two types of righteousness: (1) Jesus’ perfect righteousness Romans 3:21-26, 

the free gift of Grace Ephesians 2:8-9, that is imputed to a born-again believer John 3:3, 1 Peter 1:23 

and the only path to salvation John 14:6 and (2) the righteous life Christians are called to strive 

toward 2 Timothy 2:22-24 by doing the work of God Ephesians 2:10 through the power of the Holy 

Spirit Ephesians 3:16-19.  These works will be evaluated at Christ’s Judgement Seat 2 Corinthians 5:10.  

19:9  John is instructed to “Write” 
Revelation 1:19, 21:5

 these “true words of God” 
Revelation 22:6

 

about the guests at the Lamb’s wedding supper (non-church saints 
John 3:29+Luke 7:28

) 

who are blessed 
Luke 14:15

, because Jesus related this event to the Kingdom 
Matthew 22:2

.  

This is the 4th of the 7 Revelation Beatitudes Revelation 1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7,14.  

19:10  Overcome, John unwisely worshipped the angel (he properly worshipped Jesus 

earlier 
Revelation 1:17

, but later repeated his inappropriate angel worship 
Revelation 22:8

).  

However, John was quickly rebuked by both angels: here and the one later 
Revelation 22:9

.  

Most of the information about Jesus and His Gospel 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8

 is found in the NT.  

However, much can also be learned from OT prophecy 
Isaiah 53, Daniel 9:25-26, Luke 24:25-27

.  

Jesus Christ Returns to Earth as Judge & King  (19:11-21) 

19:11  Heaven opened 
Matthew 3:16

 a second time in Revelation (the first time 
Revelation 4:1

, 

Jesus came for His church “in the air” 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

 to gather His elect 
Mark 13:26-27

 

in the rapture).  Jesus left the earth and went into heaven at His Ascension 
Acts 1:7-11

, 

and now He returned onto the Mount of Olives 
Acts 1:12, Zechariah 14:4

 for His 2nd Coming   

to Earth (the ‘glorious appearing’ 
1 Timothy 6:14, Titus 2:13

).  Previously, the false christ 

(Antichrist) rode a white horse 
Revelation 6:2

, but the genuine Messiah (Jesus, “Faithful 

and True” 
Revelation 3:14

) came back as a righteous warrior 
Exodus 15:3

 on a white horse, 

unlike His humble arrival on a colt 
Zechariah 9:9, John 12:14

 in His 1st Coming.  Jesus came   

to reign wisely 
Jeremiah 23:5

, to judge rightly 
Deuteronomy 32:4, Psalm 96:13

 and to war against 

Satan’s demonic and human followers 
v. 19-21

.  

19:12-13  The descriptions of Jesus continue: fiery (piercing) eyes 
Revelation 1:14

 and many 

kingly crowns (diadēma) (more crowns than Satan 
Revelation 12:3

/Antichrist 
Revelation 13:1

, 

the greatest worldly kings, but Jesus Christ was the ultimate King of the universe 
v.16

).  

He also had an unknown name (a “new name”? 
Revelation 2:17, 3:12

) and dressed in a robe 

covered in the blood of His enemies 
Isaiah 63:2-3

 (the robes of the saints are white 
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because of His shed blood 
Revelation 4:4

).  One of His names is the “Word of God” 
John 1:1

 

(the entire Bible is a revelation of Jesus – the Creator, Redeemer, Judge and King).   

19:14  The church saints 
Colossians 3:4, Jude 1:14

, the Tribulation saints 
Revelation 7:13

 and the 

angels 
Matthew 25:31, Mark 8:38, 2 Thessalonians 1:7b

 comprise the armies of heaven, and who 

came with Jesus 
Zechariah 14:3-5, Titus 2:13

.  The saints were also riding white horses and 

dressed in white (purity) linen 
v.8, Revelation 3:4-5

.  

19:15-16  This sword 
Revelation 1:16

 is the Word of God 
Ephesians 6:17

 that expresses the 

justice and power of God 
Hebrews 4:12-13, Revelation 2:16

.  He carries out His “rule with an 

iron scepter” 
Revelation 2:27, 12:5

 (OT quote 
Psalm 2:9

), indicating His swift, righteous 

judgement 
v.19-21, Revelation 20:11-15

.  The tools of His judgement of all people and all 

things 
John 5:22, Acts 10:42

 are His “winepress” and His “wrath” 
Isaiah 63:3-4, Revelation 14:19-20

.  

Jesus is omnipotent 
2 Chronicles 20:6

: King of kings/Lord of lords 
1 Timothy 6:15, Revelation 17:14

. 

19:17-18  Another angel claimed victory in advance 
Joshua 6:2, 8:1

 (over men of all levels 

of earthly position 
Revelation 6:15

) and cried out to the birds (just vultures ? 
Matthew 24:28

)  

to come to a prophesied 
Ezekiel 39:17-20

 grisly supper 
v.21, Jeremiah 7:33, 12:9

, called the 

“Great Supper of God”.  Since the “inhabitants of the Earth” would and did not repent 

during the Tribulation, God made them a sacrificial penalty for their own sins 
Isaiah 34:6

.  

Do you want to be at the “great supper of God” v.17 or at the “wedding supper of the Lamb” v.9 ?  

19:19-20  The beast (Antichrist) and the earthly kings are arrogant and foolish 
Psalm 2:1-6

, 

as they lead their armies in Israel (centered at Megiddo) to make war against Jesus 

and His armies 
Joshua 11:1-6

.  However, before the ‘battle’ of Armageddon 
Revelation 16:16

 

can even get started, the Antichrist and the False Prophet 
Revelation 13:1-10, 11-17, respectively

 

are captured, Jesus will judge them by “the breath of His mouth” 
2 Thessalonians 2:8

 and 

they will be thrown alive into hell 
Daniel 7:11

 (compare with God’s 2 witnesses, who were 

killed, but taken into heaven 
Revelation 11:11-12

).  Following the Millennium, they will be 

joined in the lake of fire by Satan 
Revelation 20:10, 21:8b

 and all the people throughout time 

who choose to follow Satan by rejecting God 
Revelation 14:9-11, 20:11-15

.  

19:21  The remainder of the earthly kings and armies (actually all the remaining 

“inhabitants of the earth”) were slaughtered 
Zechariah 14:1-13

 simply by Jesus speaking 

judgement 
Hebrews 4:12

 on them by “the sword” in His mouth 
Revelation 1:16, 19:15

,  

…and the birds “gorged themselves” on the bloody remains 
Isaiah 18:6, Revelation 14:20

.  


