
The Last Days: 11 Revelation 6-7 

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984 

The Last Days 
An In-Depth Study of Biblical Eschatology 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
Revelation 6 begins the seven years of the Tribulation Revelation 6-19, also known in the Bible as: 

† the Seventieth Week of Daniel 
Daniel 9:24-27

,  

† the Day of Vengeance of our [Israel’s] God 
Isaiah 61:1-3

,  

† a Time of Trouble for Jacob 
Jeremiah 30:1-9

,  

† a Time of Distress 
Daniel 12:1

/Great Distress 
Matthew 24:21-22

  and  

† the Hour of Trial 
Revelation 3:10

.  

“Write … what will take place later” – Revelation 4-22  

Revelation 6  All Heaven Breaks Loose 
The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse  (6:1-8) 

6:1  The First Seal Judgement:  THE  – John watched as Jesus, the living 

Lamb 
Revelation 5:6

, broke the first seal on the scroll 
Revelation 5:1,7

, revealing the first of the 

twenty-one judgements (the Seal, Trumpet and Bowl judgements) of the Lamb.  One of 

the four living creatures (cherubim) around the throne of God 
Revelation 4:6-9

 said in a 

“voice like thunder” 
Revelation 14:2, 19:6

 “Come!” (erkou: “Go” or “Proceed”).  

Remember: The scroll is the Title Deed to the Earth/Universe see notes on Revelation 5:1.  

6:2  A rider on a white horse appeared with a bow and a crown, going out to conquer.  

Some have equated this rider with a later rider on a white horse – Jesus.
Revelation 19:11-16

  

However, after a careful study of the descriptions and contexts of the two passages,    

it is evident this rider was the Antichrist, because he carried a bow with no arrows, was 

“given” a laurel wreath (stephanos ) and appeared at the beginning of the Tribulation.  

The Antichrist will conquer, but will start his reign as a man of peace 
Daniel 8:25, 9:27, 11:23

.   

The opening of the initial seal marks the first of the 21 judgements of the Tribulation, but the 

actual beginning of the Tribulation is not noted in Revelation, but is defined in Daniel Daniel 9:27.  
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There are many references to the Antichrist in Scripture.  Here are a few, with his titles: 

little horn Daniel 7:8,11,21, 24-25, 8:23-25, ruler who will come Daniel 9:26-27, a willful king Daniel 11:36-39, 

foolish/worthless shepherd Zechariah 11:16-17, man of lawlessness 2 Thessalonians 2:3, man doomed to 

destruction 2 Thessalonians 2:3, lawless one 2 Thessalonians 2:8-9 and the beast Revelation 11:7, 13:1-8.  

6:3-4  The Second Seal Judgement:  THE  – Jesus opened the second seal, 

and a second living creature said “Proceed!”.  The rider of a fiery red horse was given 

power to “take peace” (eirene: absence of strife) from the earth (to “create war” on 

earth 
Matthew 24:6-8

).  In order to carry out His judgements 
Mark 13:7-8

, God gave the rider 

an assassin’s (a short, not a soldier’s long) sword (machaira) 
Jeremiah 25:16, Matthew 10:34

, 

representing assassination, revolt, massacre and wholesale slaughter. 
Daniel 8:24

   

6:5  The Third Seal Judgement:  THE  – Jesus broke the next seal, and a 

third living creature said “Proceed!”. The rider on the black horse of famine held scales, 

indicating food was being rationed out with exactness 
Leviticus 26:26

, because it was 

scarce 
Lamentations 4:4-10, 5:8-10, Ezekiel 4:16-17, Micah 6:14

, as a result of the red horse of war.  

6:6  A voice from the throne (Jesus?) pronounced that an individual must give all his 

“day’s wages” (a denarius 
Matthew 20:1-2

) to purchase just enough wheat to sustain him 

for that day (“a quart”) or just enough barley (a lower nutrient, less expensive grain) 

for a small family, but the extravagances of the rich (oil/wine) will not be affected.  

6:7-8  The Fourth Seal Judgement:  THE  – Jesus opened the fourth seal;  

another cherub said “Proceed!”.  The rider of the pale (chlōros: pale greenish-gray) 

horse represented death (claiming the body), followed by Hades (claiming the soul), 

with both being under Jesus’ control 
Revelation 1:18

.  Death and Hades were commanded 

to kill twenty-five percent of the humans on earth by the (long) “sword” 
Revelation 19:15,21

, 

“famine and plague” 
Jeremiah 24:10

, and “by the wild beasts of the earth” 
Ezekiel 14:21-22

.  

Assuming the present world population (~7.23 billion people) and a number of raptured 

Christians (~200+ million), the deaths from this Seal Judgement will be ~1.75 billion people.  

Zechariah prophesied about 4 horses (red, black, white, dappled) pulling chariots. Zechariah 6:1-7  
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The Fifth and Sixth Seals are Opened  (6:9-17) 

6:9  The Fifth Seal Judgement:  Jesus opened the fifth seal, allowing John to observe 

under the altar the souls of the people murdered in the early Tribulation, because of 

their willingness to stand firm on their testimony 
Luke 21:12-19

 about Jesus 
Matthew 18:20

 

and the power of His Word 
Hebrews 4:12, Revelation 20:4

.  

During the process of sacrificing bulls at the altar of burnt offering Exodus 27:1-8, the priests 

poured most of the blood from each sacrifice at the base of the altar Exodus 29:10-12, Leviticus 4:3-7.  

6:10  The plea of the souls under the altar seems to indicate they were not church-age, 

but OT-type (Tribulation) saints.  They did not petition for grace and mercy (similar to 

Jesus 
Luke 23:34

 and Stephen 
Acts 7:60

), but they called for Jesus to accelerate His plan for 

judgement and vengeance 
Isaiah 61:1-3

 upon the people who killed them (“the inhabitants 

of the earth” 
Revelation 3:10, 13:8

).  In essence, the souls were crying out for Jesus to fulfill 

the role as the “avenger of blood” 
Numbers 35:16-31, Deuteronomy 19:4-13

 for their murders.  

6:11  The slain souls were given white robes 
Revelation 7:9,13,14

 of purity and told to wait 

for God’s perfect timing 
Romans 10:25, 1 Timothy 6:13-16

 (in other words, the completion of the 

wrath of the Lamb 
Revelation 16:17

) to avenge their blood 
Deuteronomy 32:43, Psalm 79:10

.   

6:12  The Sixth Seal Judgement:  This judgement resulted in many natural disasters 

that will probably produce great fear 
Luke 21:25-26

.  These disasters will include a great 

earthquake 
Exodus 19:18, Ezekiel 38:19, Matthew 27:51-54, Acts 16:26

, a blackened sun 
Isaiah 50:3

 and a 

blood red moon 
Joel 2:30-31, Acts 2:20

 – signs of God’s power over His creation.  

Earthquakes are a common theme in the judgements of God. Revelation 6:12, 8:5, 11:13, 11:19, 16:18  

6:13  The stars (literally: celestial bodies) “in the sky fell to earth” 
Isaiah 34:4b, Mark 13:24-25

 

like “late figs” 
Isaiah 34:4c

 in the wind (no leaves on winter trees, so figs blow off easily).   

Some scholars have suggested this description may be symbolic of a large meteor shower.  

6:14  John described the sky (ouranos: heavens) as seeming to disappear 
2 Peter 3:10

 by 

“rolling up” 
Hebrews 1:10-12

 like a scroll 
Isaiah 34:4a

 (possibly a faster spinning earth 

resulting from the impacts of the meteors).  “Every mountain” 
Ezekiel 38:20, Nahum 1:5

 “and 

island” 
Revelation 16:20

 moved, indicating massive crustal movements (no ‘solid ground’).  
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6:15  Both the ‘powerful’ (kings 
Joshua 10:16

, princes, generals, rich and mighty) and the 

‘weak’ (“every slave and every free man”) hid in caves 
Isaiah 2:10-21

.  No matter what 

status a person has in life, they are subject to God’s judgements 
Revelation 19:17-18

.  

6:16  The people begged the rocks and mountains to fall on them 
Hosea 10:8

 so they could 

escape God’s “face” (presence 
Isaiah 2:19

) and the “wrath of the Lamb” 
Revelation 14:9-11

.    

In saying this, they admitted the existence of God, that He reigns from His heavenly 

throne and that the judgements are a result of His wrath (orgē: anger as a state of 

mind), and yet they still were not willing to submit their lives to Him. 
Hebrews 12:7-9

  

6:17  The pagans recognized it was “the great day of their wrath” 
Joel 2:31, Zephaniah 1:14-15

 

(notice their recognition of the multiple members in the Godhead) and knew that no 

one would be “able to stand” 
Psalm 76:7, Joel 2:11, Nahum 1:6, Malachi 3:2

 (even the nonbelievers 

knew it was futile to fight against God’s wrath).  

Revelation 7  The First Judgement Interlude 
This chapter seems to be God’s answer to the question concluding Chapter 6: Who can stand?  

The Scene on the Earth: The Sealed Witnesses  (7:1-8) 

7:1-3  Four angels, one from each of the four earthly directions 
Isaiah 11:12

, “were given 

power to harm the land and the sea”.  They were told by another angel (with the “seal 

of the living God” 
Ezekiel 9:3-4, Matthew 16:16

) to hold back the four winds (representing the 

power 
Ezekiel 37:9-10

 and judgements 
Jeremiah 49:35-38

 of Jesus).  This suspension will last 

until the first two trumpet judgements 
Revelation 8:7-9

 that will affect the land and the sea.  

Prior to opening the seventh seal 
Revelation 8:1

 and beginning the trumpet judgements, 

Jesus placed a seal on His servants’ 
v.4-8

 foreheads (to indicate ownership, Jesus sealed 

them with His name 
Revelation 22:4

 and the name of His Father 
Revelation 14:1

) and noted 

many saints who would be saved in the midst of the Tribulation judgements 
v.9-17

.  

7:4  John “heard the number” 
Revelation 9:16

 of those to be sealed: 144,000 
Revelation 14:1

, 

consisting of 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel.  These Jews have their eyes 

(and hearts) opened to the truth of Jesus as the genuine Messiah, and as a result,   

they become dedicated and morally pure 
Revelation 14:4-5

 servants of God.  
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Biblically, God’s seals indicate relationship Revelation 14:1-5, protection Ezekiel 9:4-6, Revelation 9:4 or a 

promise 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, Ephesians 1:13-14.  The 144,000 were sealed for God’s work Revelation 7:3-8 

with the names of Jesus and the Father on their foreheads Revelation 14:1.  The seal may also be 

another special anointing of the Holy Spirit, like the Christians Ephesians 1:13-14 and all Jewish 

believers in the End Times Joel 2:28-29.  Contrast these seals with the name of the “beast” or the 

number of his name Revelation 13:15-18 on the forehead or right hand of the hell-bound. 

7:5  Twelve thousand were sealed from each of the tribes of Judah, Reuben, Gad;  

7:6  …and from the tribes of Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh; 

7:7  …and from the tribes of Simeon, Levi, Issachar; 

7:8  …and from the tribes of Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin. 

This is one of 20 Biblical lists of the Tribes – every list is different in the names and/or order. 

In this list, Reuben should have been listed first, because he was the firstborn Genesis 49:3, but 

Judah is first, because Reuben forfeited his birthright by committing an immoral act with his 

father’s concubine Genesis 35:22, 1 Chronicles 5:1.  Also, Jacob prophesied about the preeminence of 

Judah Genesis 49:9-10 – fulfilled by Jesus becoming the Lion of the Tribe of Judah Revelation 5:5.   

Dan is left off of the list, because his Tribe was known for idolatry Judges 18:28b-31, 1 Kings 12:28-30.  

Moses prophesied Deuteronomy 29:16-21: “the LORD will blot out [idolater’s] from under heaven”.  

However, Dan is restored by Grace (mentioned first!) in the Millennium tribes Ezekiel 48:1-7,23-29.   

Joseph and Manasseh were listed, but Ephraim (also known for idolatry Hosea 4:17) was left off.  

The Scene in Heaven: A Great Multitude  (7:9-17) 

7:9  Those in the “great multitude” were Tribulation saints consisting of not just Jews, 

but they were also from all people groups on earth, described as being from “every 

nation, tribe, people and language” 
Revelation 5:9, 11:9, 13:7, 14:6

.  They stood “before the 

throne” of God wearing white robes 
Mark 16:5, Revelation 6:11

 (signifying purity) and holding 

palm branches 
Leviticus 23:39-40, John 12:12-13

 (which were linked to festive celebrations). 

The use of palm branches became a nationalistic symbol for Israel when they used them to 

celebrate the deliverance of Jerusalem from Antiochus Epiphanes by Simon Maccabaeus in 
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c.170 B.C. 1 Maccabees 13:51.  Later, many of the Jews also used palm branches John 12:13 when they 

passionately welcomed Jesus as He entered Jerusalem on the first day of the Passion Week.   

7:10  A great cry for God’s (and the Lamb’s) salvation 
Jonah 2:9

 (deliverance 
Psalm 3:8

)  

came from the multitude of saints standing before the throne in heaven 
Revelation 19:1

. 

7:11-12  The angels stood around the throne and then fell face down in worship to God.  

The throne of God and the Lamb is the focus of Heavenly activities 
Revelation 4-5, 21:22-22:5

.  

“Praise…glory…wisdom…thanks…honor…power…strength be to our God for ever…” is 

another 7-fold list of attributes expressing complete praise/worship 
similar to Revelation 5:12

.  

7:13-14  Switching roles 
Revelation 5:5

, an elder asked John who “are they” in white robes?  

John’s response: “Sir, you know”, is a Jewish idiom meaning ‘I don’t know’.  And, the 

elder actually did know they were saints who had accepted Jesus as their Lord/Savior 

during the Great Tribulation (converts of the 144,000 Jewish servants of God), and that 

is why John did not recognize them.  The saints had “washed their robes” 
Revelation 22:14

 

(the purification of salvation 
Hebrews 9:14, 1 John 1:7

) in the blood 
Leviticus 17:11, Hebrews 9:22

 

from the atoning sacrifice of Jesus 
Romans 3:22-26, 5:9, Revelation 1:5, 5:9

.  

7:15  These saints were serving God “before [His] throne” 
v.9

 “day and night” 

(characteristic of eternal life 
Revelation 22:3-5

).  Their service was “in His temple”, which 

indicated the present Heaven, because “the Lord God Almighty” and “the Lamb” will be 

the temple in the New Heaven 
Revelation 21:22

.  The saints were being watched over and 

protected by God, who spread “His tent over them” 
Isaiah 4:2-6

.  

Many times in the Bible, “coverings” are an indication of God’s protection. Psalm 105:39, Ezekiel 16:8  

7:16  They would “never again” know hunger or thirst 
Isaiah 49:10a, Matthew 5:6

, because of 

Jesus 
John 6:35

, and never suffer another of the judgements faced during the Tribulation, 

like an intense sun or “scorching heat” 
Revelation 16:8-9

.  

7:17  Jesus is their (the) eternal Shepherd 
Psalm 23, John 10:14-15, Hebrews 13:20, 1 Peter 2:25, 5:4

, 

who leads them to living water 
John 4:7-15, 7:37-38, Revelation 21:6-7, 22:1-2

 and “will wipe away” 

tears 
Isaiah 25:8-9, 65:17-19

.  However, the eternal elimination of tears by God will not 

happen until the end of time in the New Heaven and New Earth 
Revelation 21:4

.  


