
The Last Days: 10 Revelation 4-5 

Biblical text taken from the NIV1984 

The Last Days 
An In-Depth Study of Biblical Eschatology 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
“Write … what will take place later” – Revelation 4-22  

Revelation 4  The Throne in Heaven 
4:1  “After this…” & “…after these things” (meta tauta)  after the Church age 

Revelation 2-3
.  

The Bible notes other times Heaven opens up 
Psalm 78:23-25, Ezekiel 1:1, Luke 3:21-22, Acts 7:54-60

, 

but only two times in Revelation: the Rapture 
v.1

 and the Second Coming 
Revelation 19:11-16

.  

The same voice as earlier 
Revelation 1:10-11

 told John to rise up to heaven 
Revelation 11:11-12

    

to be shown the remainder of the revelation 
Revelation 1:19b, 22:6

.   

4:2  John was “in the spirit” 
Revelation 1:10

 (pneuma: breath or wind, invisible life principle), 

indicating a supernatural passage from the material world to beyond normal senses.  

The Heavenly throne 
1 Kings 22:19, Isaiah 6:1

 symbolizes God’s sovereign authority 
Daniel 7:9-10

.   

Thrones are a central focus in Revelation (they are mentioned 44 times; 10 times in Chapter 4).  

Jesus is on God’s throne Psalm 110:1, Revelation 3:21 and will sit on David’s throne Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 1:29-33.  

4:3  Jasper represents the purity of Jesus (later described as “crystal clear” 
Revelation 21:11

), 

is the last “precious stone” in the priestly breastplate 
Exodus 28:15-21

 and will adorn the 

wall and foundation of the new Jerusalem 
Revelation 21:10,18-19

.  Carnelian (sardius, ruby) 

symbolizes the blood sacrifice of Jesus, is the first stone in the breastplate 
Exodus 28:17

 

and will also decorate the foundation of the new Jerusalem 
Revelation 21:20

.  The half-circle 

rainbow was created by God following the flood 
Genesis 9:12-17

 as a partial sign of His 

faithfulness; however, the emerald-green rainbow (iris: halo, circle of light 
Revelation 10:1

) 

completely around His throne 
Ezekiel 1:25-28

 fully displayed His absolute trustworthiness. 

4:4  The “elders” seated on “twenty-four other thrones” probably represent the Church, 

because of the term elder 
Titus 1:5

, thrones 
Luke 22:28-30

, joint rule 
2 Timothy 2:11-13

, golden 

crowns 
see below

, white dress 
Revelation 3:5, 19:7-8

, and the song of redemption 
Revelation 5:8-10

.  

However, the most important evidence for the twenty-four elders being the Church is: 

OT believers 
Daniel 12:1-3

 and Tribulation saints 
Revelation 20:4-6

 will not yet be redeemed. 

There are some who believe the twenty-four represent the twelve tribes of Israel Genesis 49:1-28 

plus the twelve apostles Matthew 10:2-4, but the evidence clearly proves they refer to the Church. 
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Salvation is a gift from God and cannot be earned Ephesians 2:8-9; however, works are important to 

God Ephesians 2:10 and He will reward Christians with Crowns as a result of their deeds (works) 

done “while in the body” (between salvation and death) 2 Corinthians 5:10.  There are five Crowns      

in the NT that Christians can receive.  They are the Crowns of: Incorruption 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, 

Rejoicing 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, Righteousness 2 Timothy 4:7-8, Life James 1:12 and Glory 1 Peter 5:1-4.  

4:5  The lightning/thunder 
Exodus 19:16-19, Jeremiah 10:12-13, Revelation 11:19, 16:17-18

 symbolize the 

power and glory of God, as He prepared to unleash His righteous fury upon the sinful 

world 
Revelation 6-19

.  The seven lamps (the menorah) 
Numbers 8:1-4, Zechariah 4:1-6

 are the 

seven spirits of God 
Isaiah 11:1-3

, representing the Holy Spirit 
Revelation 1:4

.  

4:6  The crystal clear sea of glass 
Revelation 15:2

 before the throne may have been what 

Moses/others 
Exodus 24:9-10

 and Ezekiel 
Ezekiel 1:22

 also observed.  This description is similar 

to the “river of the water of life, as clear as crystal” 
Revelation 22:1-2b

 that will be flowing 

from the throne in the new Jerusalem.  John described the four living creatures as being 

“covered with eyes” 
Ezekiel 1:18, 10:12

, noting comprehensive perception around the throne.  

The phrase “living creatures” is one Greek word: zōon – the basis for the English word “zoo”.  

Living creatures Ezekiel 1:4-21, Revelation 5:6-8, Cherubim Genesis 3:23-24, Exodus 25:8-22, Psalm 18:10, Ezekiel 10:1-22 

and Seraphim Isaiah 6:1-7 are very likely 3 names for the same type of angel who attends to God.  

4:7  John described traits of each of the four angelic hosts around God’s throne 
Ezekiel 1:10

: 

a lion representing strength and power 
Matthew

, an ox symbolizing humble service 
Mark

,       

a man denoting rational intelligence 
Luke

 and an eagle indicating swift majestic fight 
John

.  

4:8  The four creatures had “six wings” 
Isaiah 6:1-2

, were “covered with eyes all around” 
v.6

 

and constantly glorifying God.  They worshipped by “saying” the threefold repetition of 

God’s most prominent attribute: holiness.  “Holy, holy, holy” 
Isaiah 6:3

 (the trihagion ) 

either directs praise to each member of the Trinity or stresses God’s complete holiness.  

In other Biblical passages, the creatures are described as having only four wings Ezekiel 1:5-6, 10-21.  

This could result from 3-dimensional men (Ezekiel & John) describing a multi-dimensional being.   

In eternity future, there will be praise/worship in heaven; torment/no rest in hell Revelation 14:11.   

Some scholars think angels speak, but never sing, because they don’t know the joy of salvation.  

4:9-11  The creatures gave “glory, honor, thanks” 
Daniel 4:34

 and the elders fell down to 

worship the eternal God 
Ezekiel 1:28, Daniel 8:17-18, Revelation 1:17

.  The elders “lay their crowns” 

down before His throne 
Psalm 47:8

 to show humility and respect to the Lord, and continued 
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worshipping by proclaiming the worthiness 
1 Chronicles 16:25, Psalm 48:1, 96:4, 145:3

 of their 

“Lord and God” to “receive glory and honor and power” 
Revelation 1:6, 5:12

, because He is 

praised as the Creator 
Acts 14:15, Romans 1:25, 1 Peter 4:19

 of all things 
Colossians 1:16, Revelation 10:6

.  

In contrast to the angels who worshipped impersonally (in the third person) Revelation 5:11-12,      

the elders honored their Lord in a much more personal way (second person) Revelation 5:9-10, 11:16-18.  

Revelation 5  The Scroll and the Lamb 
5:1  John “saw in the right hand” of God (His hand of power 

Exodus 15:6, Psalm 21:8
, but     

also His hand of comfort 
Revelation 1:17

) a scroll with writing on both sides (similar to the 

tablets of Testimony 
Exodus 32:15-16

 and Ezekiel’s scroll 
Ezekiel 2:9-10

) and sealed seven times 

(a legal requirement on a Roman will).  Seals on legal agreements authenticated the 

message 
Ephesians 1:13-14

 and guarded the contents 
Isaiah 29:11, Daniel 12:4

.  As revealed later, 

this scroll contained three sets of seven judgements 
Revelation 6-16

 (the seal, trumpet and 

bowl judgements) from God upon the earth 
John 12:31

 and the “earth dwellers” designed 

to regain the ownership of the earth 
Revelation 19:6

 and complete the redemption of the 

nation of Israel 
Daniel 9:24-27

.  Therefore, the scroll was apparently the legal document 

(Title Deed) stating the steps required to transfer ownership of the Earth 
Jeremiah 32:8-15

 

and of Israel 
Leviticus 25:23-28

 back to their original owner…Jesus Christ 
Revelation 11:15

,      

who was the Creator 
Colossians 1:15-17

 and is the Kinsman-Redeemer 
Ruth 4:1-9

.   

5:2-4  A mighty angel 
Revelation 10:1, 18:21

 (perhaps Gabriel 
Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26

, whose 

name means ‘strength of God’) loudly offered a piercing question: “Who is worthy…?”  

The question could also be stated: “Who can act as the Kinsman-Redeemer?”  John was 

heartbroken because “no one was found who was worthy to open” or look at the scroll.  

5:5  However, one of the elders comforted John by pointing out the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah 
Genesis 49:8-12 and the Root of David 

Isaiah 11:10, Revelation 15:12
 was worthy 

Hebrews 3:1-6
, 

because He (Jesus) “triumphed” over sin and Satan by winning the ultimate battle on 

the cross 
1 Corinthians 15:53-57, Colossians 2:13-15

, proving His worthiness to open the scroll.  

Jesus Christ is eligible and will be the Kinsman-Redeemer for Israel, because He is Israel’s 

‘blood relation’ Galatians 4:4, Hebrews 2:16-17, He has the ‘necessary resources’ 1 Corinthians 6:20, 1 Peter 1:18-19 

and He has a ‘willingness to purchase’ John 10:14-18, 1 John 3:16.   

5:6  John saw a Lamb 
Genesis 22:7-8  Exodus 12:1-7  Isaiah 53:6-7  John 1:29  1 Corinthians 5:7

 

looking slain (His scars were still visible), yet standing on the throne indicating He was 

no longer dead, but had risen…alive and reigning forever 
Ephesians 1:18-23

!  The Lamb was 
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surrounded by the “four living creatures and the elders” 
Revelation 4

, and He had seven 

horns (symbolizing complete power 
Deuteronomy 33:17

) and seven eyes 
Zechariah 4:10

 

(indicating omniscience 
Psalm 139:13-16, Hebrews 4:12-13

) which was made possible by the 

seven spirits of God (the Holy Spirit 
Isaiah 11:1-3, Revelation 4:5

) existing over “all the earth”.  

There are three Greek words that are translated “lamb” in the NT:  pascha : Passover (lit),       

which refers to all aspects of Passover, including the “Passover lamb” Mark 14:12, 1 Corinthians 5:7; 

amnos : lamb, used to refer to Jesus prior to His resurrection John 1:29,36, Acts 8:32, 1 Peter 1:19; and 

arnion : little lamb, denoting Jesus after His resurrection Revelation 5:6,8,12,13, 6:1,3,5,7,16 and on.  

5:7-8  Jesus took the scroll from the Father’s hand, preparing to perform its commands, 

as the Kinsman-Redeemer and the One who always puts the Father’s plans into action.  

The living creatures and elders fell down before the Lamb, awed by Jesus’ worthiness.  

The church used harps 
Revelation 15:2

 (for songs 
Psalm 33:2-3

 and prophecy 
1 Samuel 10:5

) and 

incense 
Deuteronomy 33:10 (representing the prayers 

Psalm 141:2
 of the saints 

Revelation 8:3-4
).   

5:9-10  The elders sang a “new song” 
Psalm 40:3, Isaiah 42:10, Revelation 14:3

 (new songs flow 

from hearts that have experienced redemption and deliverance 
Psalm 96:1-2, 98:1-3

).       

The song was second person praises for Jesus, whose blood sacrifice 
Hebrews 9:11-14

 

purchased sinners 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20

 from all parts of the earth 
Revelation 7:9, 14:6

 for the 

Father and made Jesus worthy to open the scroll.  The elders’ song praised Jesus for 

making them “a kingdom and priests” 
1 Peter 2:4-5, Revelation 1:6

 who will “reign on the earth” 

with Jesus 
Revelation 3:21, 20:4,6

 and have secured their right to enter His presence 
Mark 15:38

.  

5:11-12  John heard and saw innumerable (lit) angels 
Daniel 7:10, Hebrews 12:22, Jude 1:14

 

encircling the throne.  The angels ‘spoke’ (lego – not “sang”) a third-person doxology 

about the worthiness of the slain Lamb that included seven qualities of God.  

The 7 qualities (or traits) of God: Power, Wealth, Wisdom, Strength, Honor, Glory, Praise.  

5:13  Every creature “in heaven and on earth” 
1 Chronicles 29:11

 spoke (lego) with passion 

third-person praises of “honor and glory and power” to the Lamb 
Philippians 2:9-11

 and to 

God the Father who “sits on the throne” 
Revelation 6:16

 forever 
Romans 11:36

. 

5:14  The four living creatures 
Revelation 4:6,9

 put a finishing touch on the Heavenly scene of 

praise and worship by saying “Amen” (amēn: truth, expression of certainty, ‘so be it’), 

and the twenty-four elders 
Revelation 4:4,10

 fell down in humble praise and worship.  


