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Science and the Bible 
A Search for Meaning & Significance 

The Origin of Life  
Welcome/Opening Notes/Prayer/Video 

Foundational Principle for the Entire Study:  Test everything.  Hold on to the good. 1 Thessalonians 5:21  
The Premise of this Study:  The Facts of Nature and the Bible are the same.  

“I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not understanding the world.” (Richard Dawkins) 

Introductory Comments 
A Scientific Dissent from Darwinism:  

The following non-aggressive statement was signed by nationally prominent and local scientists: 
“We are skeptical of claims for the ability of random mutation and natural selection to account for the 

complexity of life.  Careful examination of the evidence for Darwinian theory should be encouraged.”  

Why should we care about Origin-of-Life Research?  
† The ultimate questions in life involve origin-of-life issues.  

What is life? 
Where does life come from? 
What is the meaning & purpose of life? 
Does my life have meaning & significance? 

† The students we know need to be equipped with factual information about the origin-of-life issues. 
The Two Main Views on the Origin of Life  

Life is the product of: 
 Darwinistic Evolution:  undirected physical & chemical processes that produce no meaning or 

purpose for the living creatures or  
† A Creator:  designed and directed physical, chemical and metaphysical processes that produce 

great meaning and purpose to all the living beings He creates. 

The Origin of Life According to Evolutionary Biologists 
The “Textbook” Origin-of-Life Model:  This model depends on a prebiotic soup, lightning power and time.  

Theoretically:  After a very great time period (a minimum of billions of years), the prebiotic materials in the 
ocean gave rise to the building blocks of life (first amino acids and then proteins), which then formed 
into a primitive life form.  This first life was the beginning of all life forms to come and is referred to as 
LUCA (Last Universal Common Ancestor).  LUCA is at the base of the “Tree of Life” that Darwin 
proposed to illustrate the evolutionary paths taken in the gradual formation of all types of life. 

The Miller-Urey Experiment (1952):  a test designed to produce credibility for the evolutionary process   
Stanley Miller was a graduate student at the University of Chicago studying under Professor Harold Urey.  

Miller performed an experiment in which he boiled water which released steam into a glass chamber.  
He then evacuated oxygen, while introducing hydrogen, ammonia and methane.  He assumed these 
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materials were representative of the primordial atmosphere of the Earth.  Stanley then sent electrical 
sparks across the chamber’s “atmosphere” to simulate the natural power produced by lightning strikes.  
Miller’s test did produce a few amino acids.  As a result, most evolutionary biologists of the day 
believed they were on the threshold of a solution to the question of the origin of life. 

The Origin of Life According to Earth History 
Early Earth:  Earth formed ~ 4.56 bya, with the first 700 my (4.56-3.85 bya) being called the Hadean Era.   

The term Hadean was taken from the Biblical word “Hades” which is the fiery place of the dead and the 
precursor to Hell.  This descriptor was used because of the toxic conditions of the early Earth.  The end 
of the Hadean Era (between 3.9-3.85 bya) is a time referred to as the Late Heavy Bombardment.   

Changes in the positions of Jupiter and Saturn resulted in a resonance in their orbits (i.e., for every single 
orbit of Saturn, Jupiter made exactly two orbits).  This orbital resonance produced a major disturbance 
in the Asteroid Belt between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter, and sent hundreds of thousands of large 
asteroids hurling toward the inner planets and the sun: hence the name Late Heavy Bombardment.     
As many as 17,000 impact events occurred on the Earth, which melted all of the rocky surface, 
producing a magma crust about 125 miles thick and surface temperatures of up to 4000o F.   

It is doubtful there were any life forms prior to this time, but the Late Heavy Bombardment provided a 
resetting of any origin-of-life processes.  No life or any evidence of previous life (had it existed) could 
have survived the molten rock and incredible temperatures existing on the Earth’s surface at that time. 

First Life on Earth:  Microorganisms 
The first life forms consisted predominantly of Bacteria and Fungi with the following characteristics: 

† The first life forms did not develop over a long period of time, but appeared within a geologic ‘instant’ 
(less than a few million years) following the cooling of the crust after the Late Heavy Bombardment. 

† Even though these animals were one-celled, they were not simple organisms (as Darwin assumed), 
but were chemically complex life forms, each having more than a thousand genes. 

† The occurrence of bacteria and fungi was widespread, with worldwide evidence of their existence.   

Returning to the Miller-Urey Experiment:  Additional Information  
As mentioned above, Stanley Miller assumed that the Earth’s primordial atmosphere consisted of water, 

hydrogen, ammonia and methane.  While water (H2O) was certainly present, and actually covering the 
Earth’s surface at the time (Note: Water is the second/third most abundant molecule in the universe.), 
the atmosphere was not rich in hydrogen (H2), ammonia (NH3) and methane (CH4).  Instead, the 
chemicals present were predominately water (H2O), carbon dioxide (CO2) and nitrogen (N).  Had Miller 
used these realistic chemicals in his experiment, there would have been no amino acids produced. 

Atheist Noam Lahav stated in his book Biogenesis: Theories of Life’s Origins: “So far, no geochemical 
evidence for the existence of a prebiotic soup has been published.  Indeed, a number of scientists have 
challenged the prebiotic soup concept, noting that even if it existed, the concentration of organic 
building blocks in it would have been too small to be meaningful for prebiotic evolution.” 

As a result, the Miller-Urey Experiment is irrelevant, and is harmful, not helpful, to evolutionary theory.  
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Ultraviolet/Oxygen Paradox: More Evidence Against a Prebiotic Soup: 
† Had free oxygen been present at the time, it would have been toxic to prebiotic chemistry, and  
† A lack of free oxygen would have resulted in more intense ultraviolet rays, which would have been 

just as toxic as free oxygen to prebiotic chemistry. 

Conclusions from the Facts of Nature 
The first life on Earth:  

† Appeared early  
† Appeared suddenly  
† Was chemically complex  
† Was not from a prebiotic soup  

These facts are strong evidence against the evolutionary origin-of-life model, which is a theory in crisis. 

The Cambrian Explosion:  The Biological Big Bang  
The Cambrian Explosion:  Inexplicable to Evolutionary Theory   

† The ‘biology big bang’ was a sudden occurrence of biologically complex ocean animals. 
† It happened about 540 mya, over less than 5 my (below the resolution of the fossil record). 
† Somewhere between 50 – 80% of all major animal types (phyla) appeared in the ‘explosion’ of life.  
† First fossils from the Cambrian Explosion were discovered in the Burgess Shale in British Columbia. 
† In 1984, the earliest and best Cambrian fossils were discovered at Chengjiang, Yunnan, China.  

The Trilobite:  An Example of Complex Cambrian Life 
A Symbol of the Cambrian Explosion  

† The Cambrian Trilobites were as biologically complex and sophisticated as a modern crab.  
† They had many complex organs, including: a brain, a gut, a heart and compound eyes.  
† Each one of the Trilobite’s organs was an assemblage of dozens of specialized proteins.  

The Cambrian Explosion turned Darwin’s “Tree of Life” Upside Down 
† Darwin’s theory was based on a Bottom-Up concept (simple life leading to the complex life).  
† However, the Cambrian Explosion exhibited a Top-Down characteristic (from complex to the simple).  

Think of the automobile as an analogy:  Ever since Ford et al. invented the car, the basic design has 
been in place and never changed, but the specifics of the design have been altered many, many times.  

The obvious question arises: Where did all of the information come from to build the complex organisms?  

The Origin of Life:  A Christian Perspective 
Fingerprint of God:  If the God of the Bible has Designed & Created Life, How Would this be Revealed?   

† The Biblical references to life will be found in Nature. 
† The facts of Nature will continue to confirm that Darwinism is indefensible. 
† The facts of Nature will continuously support the concept of Intelligent Design (ID). 

Revisiting Biblical Creation  
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
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Genesis 1:2  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

The phrase “formless and empty” is from the three Hebrew words tôhȗw wa bôhȗw, which means 
desolate and void or lifeless.  In addition in this verse, God the Spirit is seen hovering over His Creation.  
There is an implication here that He was preparing to Create life on a “desolate and dead” Earth.  

Deuteronomy 32:10-11  In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste.  He shielded him 
and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, like an eagle that stirs up its nest and 
hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions. 

Why was Life Created so Early?   
Isaiah 45:18  For this is what the LORD says – he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned 

and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited. 
The early appearance of life was designed and necessary to prepare the Earth for humanity.                  

The following are some reasons for the early and long occurrences of original life: 
† The early life forms caused the Great Oxygenation Event, producing the atmospheric oxygen 

(raising the atmosphere O2 from 0 to 20%) needed for advanced life forms, including human beings.  
† The Bacteria actually consumed the soluble metals in the ocean.  When they died and fell to the 

ocean floor, they deposited insoluble mineral layers that would later be mined by mankind.  
† The process of metal consumption by the bacteria also lowered the metal content in the ocean to a 

just right concentration for life (the Goldilocks Principle: not too high and not too low, but ‘just right’). 
Here is a list of some of the metals: chromium, molybdenum, selenium, vanadium, arsenic, chlorine, 
cobalt, copper, fluorine, iodine, manganese, nickel, phosphorus, potassium, sulphur, tin and zinc. 

Summary 
Fact-Based Arguments against Darwinism   

† There was never a prebiotic soup. 
† This study has detailed the two most significant occurrences of completely new complex life forms 

that appeared over very short periods of time and with no possibility of precursory evolution.  
† Some species from a majority of the animal Phyla appeared in the Cambrian Explosion, with the 

Phyla then having no major body changes from that time on (over hundreds of millions of years).  
Fact-Based Arguments for Creationism   

† In general, when life forms appeared, they were all incredibly complex.  
† There are no naturalistic explanations for the origin of the information necessary to produce the 

initial complex life on Earth.  
† Elaborate design is apparent everywhere in Nature.  

Has this Study Helped You in Forming some Answers to the Ultimate Questions of Life?   

“Without gradualness...we are back to a miracle.” (Dr. Richard Dawkins)  
One of Charles Darwin’s favorite sayings: “natura non facit saltus” ⇒ “nature takes no sudden leaps” 

Questions? 
Glimpse Ahead and Conclusion 
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Addendum 2015 
Science and the Bible 

A Search for Meaning & Significance 
The Origin of Life  

“Many investigators feel uneasy stating in public that the origin of life is a mystery, even though behind 
closed doors they admit they are baffled.” (Paul Davies)  

Origin of Life Predictions/Tests from the Pages of Scripture  
† Life appeared early in the history of the Earth. 

† Life originated in and persisted through the hostile conditions of the early Earth. 

† Life originated abruptly.   

† The remains of Earth’s first life will reveal its complexity. 

† Life is complex, even in its minimal form. 

† Life chemistry exhibits hallmark characteristics of design. 

The Scientific Evidence for the Origin of Life  
 Life could not have existed prior to ~3.8 bya, because of the molten surface of the Earth, due to a 

vast number of asteroid impacts on the Earth, ending with the Late Heavy Bombardment, which 
occurred about 4.1 – 3.85 bya).  

 The oldest rocks on Earth have been located in western Greenland and were formed ~3.8 bya.  
These rocks contain a carbon-12 enrichment that seems certain to be indirect evidence of the first 
life (they have a “signature of life”) on Earth.   

 The oldest direct evidences of life found to date are from rock formations in the Warrowana Hills     
of northwestern Australia and the Barberton Mountain Land of eastern South Africa.  These single-
celled microbial life forms are among the life classification called prokaryotes, and include the 
bacteria and archaea life domains.  Fossil evidence: stromatolites (layered bacterial mats).  

 Pilbara Supergroup, Australia:  The dated age of the rock units are 3.4 - 3.5 by.  

 Swaziland Supergroup, South Africa:  The dated age of the rock units are 3.3 - 3.5 by. 

 The minimum complexity (smallest genomes) for life has been experimentally determined to be:  

 
“The mystery of life is certainly the most persistent problem ever placed before the thought of man.      
There is no doubt that from the time humanity began to think it has occupied itself with the problem of its 
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origin and its future which undoubtedly is the problem of life.  The inability of science to solve it is absolute. 
This would be truly frightening were it not for faith.” (Guglielmo Marconi)   
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