
Study 11: The Artistic Design of Life – Part 1 

Please direct questions/concerns about these notes to ron price, ron@hopeinchristnm.com, 505-294-4743. 

Science and the Bible 
A Search for Meaning & Significance 

The Artistic Design of Life – Part 1 
Welcome/Opening Notes/Prayer/Video 

Foundational Principle for the Entire Study:  Test everything.  Hold on to the good. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 

The Premise of this Study:  The Facts of Nature and the Bible are the same.  

The Purposes of Science:  To describe the physical world, both the universe and the life forms. 

 What the universe and biological organisms look like 

 How they work 

 How they got here 

 What will happen to them in the future 

“Many investigators feel uneasy stating in public that the origin of life is a mystery, even though behind 

closed doors they admit they are baffled.”  Paul Davies 

Quick Review of the Origin of Life  
Two Main Views on the Origin of Life  Life is a product of one of the following: 

 Evolution (Neo-Darwinism): undirected; physical and chemical processes only; no meaning/purpose 

† A Creator: directed/designed; physical, chemical and metaphysical processes, great meaning/purpose 

The First Life on Earth  Inexplicable to evolutionary theory, because Life:  

† Appeared early (about 3.8 bya, following the Late Heavy Bombardment) 

† Appeared suddenly (within 10 my after the Earth cooled from the Late Heavy Bombardment)  

† Appeared at the same time virtually all around the world 

† Consisted of chemically complex one-celled animals (each with more than a thousand genes) 

† Did not come from a prebiotic soup (which actually never existed) 

Design Reasons for the Early and Long Occurrence of Original Life (about 3.8 bya to 600 mya):   

† Necessity of the Great Oxygenation Event (O2 went from 0 to 20 % of the atmosphere)  

† The metals in the oceans were changed from soluble to insoluble  

† This period of time produced the just-right (non-toxic) level of each metal in the oceans  

The Cambrian Explosion  Inexplicable to evolutionary theory, because:  

† Life appeared suddenly (over less than 10 my about 540 mya)  

† The new life consisted of very complex ocean animals  

† Species from 50-80% of the animal phyla appeared all at one time  
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† The complexity of the animals appeared top-down and not bottom-up as Neo-Darwinism predicts 

Quick Review of Human Origins  
Molecular Anthropology  The results of Human DNA sequence studies show the origin of mankind was:  

† A small population, in fact, traceable to one man and one woman (Note: Even atheistic and agnostic 

scientists regularly refer to the first humans as the Y Chromosome Adam and the Mitochondrial Eve, 

and the origin of humanity as the Garden of Eden hypothesis.)  

† At a single location: near east Africa  

† Recent: about 100-50K years ago 

The Cultural Big Bang  An indicator of the approximate timing of the origin of man, because it provided 

evidence reflecting the Image of God that distinctly separates mankind from the spiritless animals.  

The Techniques for Determining the Date of Human Origin:  

† Biblical Genealogies: 50,000 ± 30,000 years ago  

† The Cultural Big Bang: ~40,000 years ago  

† Mitochondrial DNA: ~50,000 years ago 

† Y Chromosome DNA: 50,000 ± 4,000 years ago (this technique produces the most accurate date) 

The Improbability of a Human Origin from Evolution (Neo-Darwinism):   
† Evolutionary biologist Dr. Francisco Ayala calculated the probability of a human evolving from a suite 

of one-celled organisms to be one in 101,000,000.  

† Astrophysicists, Dr. John Barrow, Dr. Brandon Carter and Dr. Frank Tipler found false assumptions     

in Dr. Ayala’s study, and recalculated the probability to be one in 1024,000,000.  

Perspectives in the Life Sciences  
The Major Viewpoints of Biology   

 Naturalism 

 Methodological Naturalism 

† Creationism 

 Young Earth Creationism 

 Theistic Evolution (quasi-creationism) 

 Old Earth Creationism 

† Intelligent Design 

Naturalism:  Philosophical approach claiming natural laws and forces are all that operate in the universe.      

The scientist who subscribes to Methodological Naturalism allows no thought outside of naturalism. 

The Naturalistic Perspective on Life depends on Evolution (Neo-Darwinism):  The very slow 

modification of life forms resulting from the processes of random mutations and natural selection.  

These changes produced the great diversity of life, beginning with the simplest life to the most complex. 
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Creationism:  Philosophical approach that, while natural laws are in force, everything in the universe is the 

ultimate result of divinely-directed, supernatural processes.  The perspectives of specific individuals are 

based on differing interpretations of the Creation passages in the Bible. 
Three Perspectives on Creation   

1. Young Earth Creation 
† Everything in the universe was created in 6 x 24-hour days 
† The Universe and the Earth are less than 10,000 years old 
† No sin, death or disease of any kind existed before man’s fall 
† The Flood of Noah was global (covering the entire Earth) and it: 
 killed all animals in world, except those in the ark 
 deposited all the sedimentary rock and fossils on Earth 

† Efficient evolution had to produce today’s life diversity from the animals on the ark  
2. Theistic Evolution 

† The Universe is ~13.7 billion years old and the Earth is ~4.5 by old 
† All life, including humans, are the result of evolution 
† Man’s creation was a process, not an event 
† Evolution was either started and/or directed by God 
† Man’s divine aspect (Imago Dei) either evolved or was given supernaturally by God 
† Adam & Eve were either mythical or representative of all mankind (but not the two first humans) 

Theistic Evolution is widespread in the American church today, because people have accepted the lie 

that evolution is a fact, and therefore they believe this philosophy will make the Christian faith more 

credible to the scientific community.  
3. Old Earth Creation 

† The Universe is ~13.7 billion years old and the Earth is ~4.5 by old 
† No human death occurred until after man’s fall 
† The Flood of Noah was local (covering only an area in the Middle East)  
 The flood killed all animals and humans (except Noah and family) in the flood area 

† The Diversity of life existed around the Earth both before and after the flood 
Intelligent Design (ID):  Philosophical approach that believes the elaborate patterns (design) in nature are 

best explained as the result of super-intelligence. 

A Detailed Discussion on Intelligent Design (ID)  
The Beginnings of Intelligent Design  An early suggestion of ID came from a Christian apologist named 

William Paley (1743-1805).  In Natural Theology: Evidences of the Existence and Attributes of the Deity, 
Paley presented the argument that certain biological features in nature exhibit the properties of a 
designer, much as the interworking parts of a watch point to a watchmaker. 

Indications of Intelligent Design  Characteristics identifying ID (the fingerprints of design):  
1. Specified Complexity:  A feature that is nearly impossible to produce by chance (complexity) and must 

exhibit a definite pattern (specified) 
 Every large mountain has complexity, but Mount Rushmore has a specified complexity  
 Information in the living cells (DNA, RNA, Proteins, etc.) have very detailed specified complexity  
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2. Irreducible Complexity:  A system composed of multiple, interworking parts, each required for the 
overall function of a system.  Take away any one part and the system completely fails to work.  
 This concept is illustrated by a mousetrap, with a platform, holding bar, spring, hammer and a catch.  
 Examples in living organisms are: the human eye, the bacterial flagellum, the blood clotting system.  

What makes ID so controversial?  Intelligent Design claims to find signs of intelligence in biology and      
in biological systems.  Naturalism is based on blind, purposeless material processes and, therefore,         
it cannot explain the designed aspects of nature.  So, ID research leads to the inevitable question:     
“Who is the designer?”, which is a question naturalistic scientists do not want to even consider. 

“If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed, which could not possibly have been formed 
by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down.”  Charles Darwin 

Is Intelligent Design a Valid Approach to Science?  Methodological Naturalists argue that ID is not a 
scientifically valid approach.  However, if that were the case, then there are other research efforts which 
must also be considered invalid.  For example: 
 SETI (Search for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) 
 Archaeology 
 Forensic science 

In addition to claiming ID is an invalid approach to science, methodological naturalists also allege that 
ID is not testable, but it cannot be both, because something must be tested in order to be found invalid.  
However, in fact, ID is both easily testable and a reasonable approach for scientific research.  

Is There Prejudice in the Science Community Against Intelligent Design?  The following article by 
Stephen Meyer argued for Intelligent Design as an explanation for the origin of the Cambrian fauna.  
When it was published, it created an international firestorm within the scientific community.   

Stephen C. Meyer, “The Origin of Biological Information and the Higher Taxonomic Categories” 
Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington, Vol. 117(2):213-239 (2004). (discovery.org/a/2177). 

Yes, Strong Prejudice Exists Against Intelligent Design  Dr. Richard Sternberg, the editor of the journal 
that published Dr. Meyer’s paper, was strongly criticized and then ostracized by his colleagues and 
eventually lost his job simply for publishing this peer reviewed article mentioning ID.  The persecution   
Dr. Sternberg faced is detailed in a Wall Street Journal editorial on Jan. 28, 2005 by David Klinghoffer 
(discovery.org/a/2400), as well as on Dr. Sternberg’s website (richardsternberg.net).   

“Nothing is more dangerous than a dogmatic worldview, nothing more constraining, more blinding to 
innovation, more destructive of openness to novelty.”  Stephen Jay Gould  

On the Positive Side: An Encouraging Convert  Antony Flew (1923-2010), a British philosopher, was a 
strong advocate of atheism; however, in 2004, Flew announced he had changed his mind about God and 
became a Deist.  In his book, “There is a God: How the World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind”, 
Flew explained that one of the main reasons for his conversion was the information content in DNA.   

Conclusion  
While philosophical differences do exist, ultimately there are only two choices for a presupposition 
to scientific research: either space, time, matter and energy are merely the products of the 
physical laws of the universe or they are a miracle of an intellectual agent beyond the natural 
world.  Along with the mounting facts, common sense points directly to the God of the Bible.  
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“A scientific truth does not triumph by convincing its opponents and making them see the light, but rather 
because its opponents eventually die and a new generation grows up that is familiar with it.”  Max Planck  

Questions?  
Glimpse Ahead and Conclusion 

Addendum 2016 
Science and the Bible 

A Search for Meaning & Significance 
The Artistic Design of Life – Part 1 
Concerns About the Intelligent Design (ID) and Theistic Evolution Movements  

Intelligent Design  
The information below was taken from the following webpage:  www.intelligentdesign.org/faq.php  
What is the theory of intelligent design?  The theory of intelligent design holds that certain features of the universe 
and of living things are best explained by an intelligent cause, not an undirected process such as natural selection. 

Is intelligent design theory incompatible with evolution?  It depends on what one means by the word "evolution."  
If one simply means "change over time," or even that living things are related by common ancestry, then there is no 
inherent conflict between evolutionary theory and intelligent design theory.  However, the dominant theory of 
evolution today is neo-Darwinism, which contends that evolution is driven by natural selection acting on random 
mutations, an unpredictable and purposeless process that "has no discernable direction or goal, including survival of 
a species."  It is this specific claim made by neo-Darwinism that intelligent design theory directly challenges.  

Is intelligent design theory the same as creationism?  No.  ID theory is simply an effort to empirically detect 
whether the "apparent design" in nature acknowledged by virtually all biologists is genuine design (the product of an 
intelligent cause) or is a product of an undirected process such as natural selection acting on random variations.  
Creationism is focused on defending a literal reading of the Genesis account, usually including the creation of the 
earth by the Biblical God a few thousand years ago.  Unlike creationism, the scientific theory of intelligent design is 
agnostic regarding the source of design and has no commitment to defend Genesis, the Bible or any sacred text.   

Theistic Evolution  
The information below was taken from the following webpage: www.oldearth.org/theistic_evolution.htm 
Theistic Evolution is the old earth creationist belief that God used the process of evolution to create life on earth.    
The modern scientific understanding of biological evolution is considered to be compatible with the Bible.  

There are varying degrees of theistic evolution.  Many theistic evolutionists believe that God set in motion the laws of 
nature that led to evolution, but He did not take an active role in guiding the evolutionary process.  Others believe 
that God actively guided the evolutionary process (this is also known as Evolutionary Creationism). 

From a theological perspective, there is nothing in the Bible that would prohibit belief in evolution.  In fact, the Bible 
even implies that God used evolution.  Concerning Day 3 of creation, Genesis 1:11-12 says:  And God said, “Let the 
earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, 
upon the earth”: and it was so.  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  As you can see, God told the 
earth to bring forth vegetation, and in verse 12, the earth brought it forth.  It is the earth, with its laws of nature that 
God instituted, that did the work.  The same is true for the animal creation on Days Five and Six.  The Bible implies 
the earth was doing the work.  To theistic evolutionists, this is proof that God created through the use of evolution. 

The creation stories of Genesis is [sic] generally thought by theistic evolutionists to be allegorical (including Adam).  
With the allegorical view, when God was finished with mankind's creation, there were probably thousands of humans 
on the planet who would have instantly received an eternal soul.   

http://www.intelligentdesign.org/faq.php
http://www.oldearth.org/theistic_evolution.htm
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Many theistic evolutionists do not believe that Genesis is a scientifically accurate account, since it was written in a 
pre-scientific age and originally intended for religious instruction.   

Many Christian denominations support theistic evolution.  On 12 February 2006, the 197th anniversary of Charles 
Darwin's birth was commemorated by "Evolution Sunday" where the message that Christians do not have to choose 
between biblical stories of creation and evolution was taught in classes and sermons at many Methodist, Lutheran, 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Unitarian, Congregationalist, United Church of Christ, Baptist and community churches.  


