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Hope in Christ Church: Statement of Faith
Scripture

God

Man

Grace

Church

We Believe:

CHURCH:

The Church is ordained by God, headed by Jesus Christ and
composed of all believers from Pentecost to the Rapture. The Church is
also referred to as the “Bride” or the “Body” of Christ. Members of the
Church organize local churches for worship, for fellowship, for the
administration of the sacraments (primarily baptism and the Lord‟s
supper), for spiritual growth and support, and for evangelizing the world.

Key Verses Supporting the Doctrinal Statement concerning the Church:
Ordained by God:

Peter’s proclamation: the building tool of the Church

Isaiah 28:16, Ephesians 2:19-22, 1 Peter 2:4-8

Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone

Ephesians 4:15-16, 5:23, Colossians 1:16b-20

Headed by Jesus:

Christ is the Head of the Church

Bride of Christ:

Jesus loves and cares for His Bride the Church

Ephesians 5:25-32

John the Baptist is the friend of the Bridegroom

Body of Christ:

The Church is the Body of Christ
One Body, One Spirit, One Lord

Corporate Worship:

1 Corinthians 12:12-26, Ephesians 4:1-6

The Church is the center of corporate worship

Acts 13:1-3

Revelation 4:2-11, 5:6-14

Corporate worship should reflect personal worship
Sharing expresses love and dedication
Sing praises with gratitude

Romans 6:13, 12:1

Acts 2:44-45, 4:32-37

Ephesians 5:19-20, Colossians 3:16b

Sacrament Administration: Baptism of water and the Spirit
Communion: the Lord’s Supper

Spiritual Growth/Support:

John 3:28-29

1 Corinthians 12:27-28, Ephesians 1:22-23

Heaven will be a place of perfect worship

Fellowship of Believers:

Matthew 16:13-18

Mark 1:4-8, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38-41

Mark 14:22-25, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25, 26-32

Church services are occasions for encouragement

Hebrews 10:24-25

And for teaching, fellowship, breaking bread and prayer
Teach and admonish one another

Colossians 1:28, 3:16a, 2 Timothy 3:16-17

The Holy Spirit grants gifts for the common good

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Church leaders should be a source of powerful prayer

Evangelize near and far:

Witness, preach and disciple

Acts 2:42

James 5:13-16

Acts 1:7-8, Mark 16:15, Matthew 28:18-20

Please forward questions/concerns about these notes to ron price, pricegang@integrity.com, 505-294-4743.
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Matthew 16:13-18 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Mark 1:4-8 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. … And this was his message:
“After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
John 3:28-29 “You yourselves can testify that I said, „I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.‟
The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him,
and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom‟s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.”
Acts 1:7-8 [Jesus] said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles‟ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.
Acts 4:32-37 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was
his own, but they shared everything they had. … There were no needy persons among them. For from time
to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the
apostles‟ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the
apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the
money and put it at the apostles‟ feet.
Acts 13:1-3 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: … While they were worshiping the
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God‟s mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.
1 Corinthians 11:23-25 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the
night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To
one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by
means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the
work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
Ephesians 1:22-23 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Biblical text taken from the NIV 1984
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Ephesians 2:19-22 … you are … fellow citizens with God‟s people and members of God‟s household, built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Ephesians 4:1-6 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit – just as
you were called to one hope when you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father
of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Ephesians 5:25-32 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same
way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all,
no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church – for we are
members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father & mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church.
Colossians 1:16b-20 … all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have
all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or
things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
Colossians 3:16 3:16a Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom, and as you 3:16b sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another –
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
James 5:13-16 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of
praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
Revelation 4:2-11 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone
sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling
an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. From
the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were
blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of
glass, clear as crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered
with eyes, in front and in back. The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third
had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and
was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” Whenever the living creatures give
glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four
elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay
their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”

Biblical text taken from the NIV 1984

